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FBVT MEMBERS ESSENTIAL TO TRAIL'S SUCCESS 

The State owns the Trail, Benzie 

County is responsible for developing and 
maintaining it, but it would not exist without the 
Friends of the Betsle Valley Trail. 

We spent six years advocating for it 
before the Department of Natural Resources 
was able to buy it. We fought the lawsuit which 
would have eliminated it, and prevailed, at a 
time when it was only a dream and funds to 
pay the attorney's fees were hard to come by. 
And once it was assured, we raised the money 
for the local match for grants to build it 

The Trail has been built as far as is 
feasible right now. Someday we would like to 
see it oontinued to the Lake Michigan Beach in 
Elberta, and we're working with the DNRE to 
try to get a better surface between Beulah and 
Thompsonville and to see that the Trail being 
relocated through the Crystal Lake Boating 
Access Site is safe. 

Now we need to see that the Trail is 
properly maintained. With your help we are 
succeeding with this also. 

Officially, the Setsie Valley Trailway 
Management Council (BVTMC), an agency of 
the Benzie County Board of Commissioners, is 
responsible for the Trail. BVTMC has a 
Management Agreement with the DNRE for 
planning and maintenance. But it has no 
assured income. The County provides no 
funding. The DNRE has, thankfully, provided 
$10,000 a year for maintenance on a year to 
year basis. But BVTMC spends about $15,000 

per year for contracted labor and 
materials. Expenses would be much 
higher if not for the volunteers, who spend 
hundreds of hours each year clearing 
downed trees, placing and replacing signs, 
repairing minor damage to the Trail and 

,fixing whatever else needs fixing, and the 
adopt-a-trail volunteers who keep it trash 
free. 

Also, our Board of Directors has 
approved BVTMC grant requests for 
various improvements and maintenance 
expenses. For example, we paid nearly 
$800 apiece for nine benches, including 
the railroad ties, fill and concrete for their 
bases. And each year we have 
reimbursed the County for maintenance 
expenses exceeding the $10,000 State 
grant Your donations pay these bills. 

None of this would be possible if it 
were not for the oountless hours of 
volunteer effort of our Board of Directors, 
of those who oompile this newsletter and 
see that it is folded, stuffed and mailed, 
and of those who spend time at our Art 
Fair booths and elsewhere promoting the 
Trail. We are grateful for our volunteers. 

FBVT FACTOID: The national biCycling 
industry contributes $133 billion to the 
U.S. economy, 1.1 million jobs,$17.7 
million in federal, state and local taxes, 
and an additional $46.9 million on meals, 
transportation, lodging, entertainment and 
gifts ...... each yearlll 

Visit our web page: www.BetsieValleyTrail.org 

--------------------.........--...-~...... -.--...~ .. . 


http:www.BetsieValleyTrail.org


JHEf3ETSEVA! ! fYTRAILBLAZER 

TRAIL WORK VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 


Each spring, and later as needed, we 
drive along the trail and, with chain saws, remove 
downed trees and branches, trim brush and do 
minor Trail repairs. And, as needed, we build 
retaining walls. replace signs. install benches. etc. 
The Trail work projects usually start at 8-9:00 am 
and don't last more than four hours. We don't work 
in bad weather. Please cail 352'-4815 or mail the 
enclosed form if you can help and we will call you 
when projects are planned. Thanks. 

PLEASE SCHEDULE TRAIL 
EVENTS 

If you are planning an event on the Betsie 
Valley Trail, please review the procedure for 
scheduling the event by visiting our web site 
(www.BetsieVaJleyTrail.org) and clicking on 'Trail 
Use" and "Trail Ordinance". This will help you 
avoid conflicts with other events and comply with 
Benzie County's Trail Use Ordinance. 

There are special restrictions for 
"organized bicycle groups of 10 or more cyclists" 
which plan to use the Trail between Mollineaux 
Rd. and Beulah, and they must be registered 
before May 15th (Trail Ordinance requirement). 

WANTED: TRAIL PHOTOS 

If you have any good photos of the Trail, please 
contact John Ester at jester625@earthlink.net or 
call 231-523-2445. 

ADDRESS CHANGE? 

If so, please e-mail akoclark@att.net 
or call 231-352-6049 

TERRIFIC NESTING SEASON 
ALONG THE TRAIL 

Keith Westphal conducted his annual fall 
survey of the Bluebird boXes along most of the 
Trail and reports that Bluebirds and Tree Swallows 
enjoyed one of their most successful nesting 
seasons this past summer. Of the 50 bird boxes 
he checked. 41 contained nests and 80% of those 
nests appeared successful. 

Bluebirds accounted for 24 of those nests 
with 20 of those fledging an estimated 72 young 
birds. Tree Swallows occupied the other 17 boxes 
and 13 of those met with success with about 43 
young birds fledged. 

Bryce & Paula Dreeszen cleaned out the 
rest of the boxes along 7.3 miles of the Trail. Of 
the 25 boxes they opened, 12 contained 
successful Bluebird nests and Tree Swallows were 
successful in 4. Several boxes contained 
unhatched eggs. Dead adult Tree Swallows were 
found in three of the boxes. Wasp nests were 
found in three of the boxes and two mice had built 
their winter home in another. 

Thanks again to the Boy Scouts for their 
contribution of six new boxes and to Keith, Bryce, 
Paula and Carl Freeman for helping clean and 
check the boxes. 

FaVT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Terms Expire July, 2011 

Nancy Call, President 


John Ester, Vice President 

Chris Kitzman 


Terms Expire July, 2012 

Tom Davy 

Bill Parris 


Terms Expire July, 2013 

Ed Butt, Secretary 

Bryce Dreeszen 


Sharon McKinley 
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Thank You 2010 Volunteers!!! 

Tom and Mary Osborn 


for 

letting us use their pole barn to store our tractor, 


supplies and equipment 


Brad Platt, owner of CENTURY 21 Northland, 

for 


allowing F8VT to use their Beulah office 

for board meetings 


A very special thanks to SuzyVoltz 

for 


letting us use the office for meetings and providing 

secretarial services, for years, while the business 


was still Beulah Sleeping Bear Realty 


Mary Bateman, Kathy Blake, Debby Clark, 

Betty Croft, Mary DeVine, Judy Duda, 


Paula Edgar, Marsha Foresman, Judy Grant, 

Mary Ann Harness, Pat Jehle, Shirley Kinnan, 

Joan Miller, Luannn Seymore, Eliza Strauss, 


Elaine Vanderberg and Nancy Wallace 

for 


folding, stuffing and mailing the June newsletter 


Rob and Michelle Cannaert (Conundrum) 

for 


keeping the 5 stairways on the Elberta Causeway 

clear of weeds and brush 


Howard Eggleston 

for 


maintaining a lost and found box between Case 

and Zimmerman Rds. 


Tom Davy, Bryce Dreeszen, Bill Olsen 

and Bob Zwinck 


for 

replacing 6 signs and trimming trees between 


Beulah and Thompsonville 


Bill Olsen, Jim Olsen and Steve Wentworth 

for 


preparing 50 sign posts 


Larry Garber, David Lyon, and Bill Olsen 

for 


placing the new bench between Frankfort 

and Elberta 


Bob Appelford, Jerry Boyd, Matt and Harold 

Case, Dennis Cannaert, Bob Condon, 


Doug Green, Mike Grajcar, Bob Hawes, 

David Lyon, Phil Mix, Larry Neuhardt, 


Bill Olsen and Bob Zwink 

for 


clearing downed trees and brush several times 


Dan and Sue Ramah! and Jane Gary 

for 


folding and distributing trail maps 


Rob Mummy 

for 


clearing a large downed tree 


Mel Pierce 

for 


mowing the Trail between River Rd. and Frankfort 


Pete Nugent and the Blaine Christian Church 

Boy Scout Troup #10 


for 

building and placing seven Bluebird houses along 


the Trail between Beulah and Thompsonville 


Adopt-a-Trail Volunteers 

who keep the Trail clear of trash; 


Friends of Betsie Bay 

Bob Dittrich, Suusanne Glynn, 


Suz McLaughlin, Tom Richmond, Tom Twigg 

and Sloane Wilkens 


Elberta United Methodist Church 

Virginia Craker, Joyce Gatrell 


and Ken Holmes 


Benzie Bicycle Club 

Margaret and Doug Wozniak 


Friends of the Betsle Valley Trail 

Jan and Dick Robb and judy McQuillikin 


Crystal Mountain Employees 

Tony and Susan Baynard, Terri Jon, 


Michaeland NancyCal,Cindy Srrith and 

Rk:k, Jennie and Q:!cilia SchJridt 


------------.....-.--......~~. --- --------. 
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Contributing Members 2010 


Terry and Lois Almquist 
Marjie Anderson 
Charles and Maudie 

Anderson 
Robert and Molly Appleford 
Jon and Mary Armstrong 
Ken and Debbie Arthur 
Richard and Patricia Austin 
Steven and Virginia Axon 
Bob and Nancy Baglan 
Bill and Julie Ballard 
James and Barbara Baltazar 
Richard and Beverly Banker 
Barber Dave's Place 
Bill Bardens 
Bonnie Barnes 
Jim Barnes 
John and Mary Bateman 
Tony and Susan Baynard 
Bill and Patsy Beck 
Loren and Joy Becker 
Dennis and Carole Becker 
Dodie Bedel and Marty 

Litherland 
Robert and Carol Beidler 
Priscilla Beldon 
MObyand Pat Benedict 
Bob and Carole Beverwyk 
Keith and Ethel Birchler 
Stephan and Julia Blakely 
John and Susan Blight 
Wes and Sharon Blizzard 
Greta Bolger 
Nena Bondarenko 
Dan Bonner 

and Delores Trese 
Catherine Bosher and 

Dr. Jose Perez-Sanz 
Don and Barbara Bowman 
Gerald and Gloria Boyd 
Donald and Marjorie Bream 
Donald Brandt 
Pat Brasseur 
Carl Brauer 
James and Barbara Brian 
Larry and Connie Brown 
Dick and Joanne Brown 
Patrick J. Bruetsch 
Gordon and Nadine Brunner 
Larry and Susan Burks 
Eric and Carolyn Buzzell 
Jim and Luanne Buzzell 
Elizabeth Gray Calhoun 
Michael and Nancy Call 
Keith and Mary Campbell 
Gabe and Sandra Campbell 
Robert C. Campbell 
Bruce and Linda Campbell 

Denis and Eileen Cannaert 
Daniel G. Carlson 
Doug and Mary Carter 
Harold and Marsha Case 
Ruth Catton 
Steve and Hallie Christian 
Elliott and Mary Chubb 
Hollie and George Clay 
Timothy and Mary Clulo 
Rob and Kathy Cojeen 
Jeryl Co/by 
Dan and Cindy Collier 
Rob and Nancy Collier 
William Cornell 
Robert and Jan Condon 
Howard and Anne Cooper 
Bill and Linda Cornell 
Richard and Joyce Cosaro 
Elmer and Nancy Cote' 
Kevin and Diane Cottrell 
Bill and Barbara Cragg 
Thomas and Endrene 

Crampton 
Jennifer Crossen 

and Joan Callahan 
Crystal Mountain Resort 
R. T. (Ted) and 

Marcia Curran 
Gordon and Pat Danke 
Pam Darling 
Ralph and Lee Dean 
Adrian DenHaan 
Les and Karen Dennis 
Dick and Mary Louise 

Detweiler 
Roger and Helen Dewey 
Preston and Mary Dilts 
Dennis and Cheryl Downs 
Dan and Kristine Drake 
Bryce and Paula Dreezen 
Earl and Anne Dryden 
Vic and Peg Dubrowski 
Ron and Vivian Dufresne 
Jim Dulzo 
Maggie Duncan 
Sean and Christina Duperron 
William and Clare Early 
Robert and Marilyn Edingson 
Ned and Barbara Edwards 
Wallace and Jean Edwards 
Harry and Kathy Eiferle 
Marge Elliott 
Richard and Laurel Elsea 
Robert and June Ely 
Mike Espeland 

and Miki Topinka 
John and Char Ester 
Jim and Fran Falender 

Nick and Cynthia Fant 
Janice Faulkner 
Jim and Amy Ferris 
Financial Investment 
Management Group 
Ethel (Kay) Fischer 
Charles and Barbara Fisk 
Joseph nd Beth 

Fitzsimmons 
Greg Flamme 

and Helen Sharp 
Ruth Forrest 
Francis and Patricia 

Forrester 
Fred and Carolyn Forsythe 
Joseph and Gail Frank 
Frankfort Insurance 

Agency 
Frankfort Port City Run 
Mary Jane Franklin 
Jo Ann Frary 
Suzanne Freshour 
Friends Of Setsle Bay 
Stephen and Susan Fry 
Terry and Linda Frysinger 
Ric and Betty Gajewski 
AI and Karen Gallup 
Bob and Chris Gamble 
Larry and Martha Garber 
Leif Garrison 
Byron and Sheila Gay 
Sam and Barbara Gerber 
Andrew Gerber 
Miles and Joan Gerberding 
Scott Gest 
Thomas Getz and Margaret 
Burrows·Getz 
David and Helene Gidley 
Roger and Sarah Gilbert 
James and Joanne Gilbert 
Paula and Eames Gilmore 
Anthony and 

Elizabeth Gish 
Bill Gitt/en and 

Sarah Campbell 
AI and Jo Glantz 
Susanne Glynn 
Art and Helen Godoshian 
Thor and Susan Goff 
Dave and Judy Grant 
Bonny Grant 
Douglas and Trudy Green 
Madeleine Greene 
Robert and Lacy Greer 
Roger and LaVonne Griner 
Richard Groenwald and 
Marjorie Pearsall· 

Groenwald 



Contributing Members 2010 


John and Penny Haddick 
Larry and Virginia Hale 
David and Nancy Harris 
l\liel and Vicki Haugen 
David and Dorothy Hawley 
Bart and Karen Hawley 
John and Teresa Hays 
Bill and Ann Henning 
Terry and Jo Herban 
Dee and Nancy Hewitt 
Kathleen Hibbard 
Bill and Mary Ann Hill 
Philip and Elizabeth Hill 
Richard and Laura Hill 
Sharon Hilquist 
Richard Hitchingham 
William and 

Kathleen Hoag 
Tim and Anne Hoban 
Deryl ad Christine 

Holmes 
Randy Holtzman 
Marty nd Jackie 

Hormacek 
Alma Penfold House 
Donald and Mary Howard 
Ralph and Peggy Jackson 
David and Heide James 
Gary Jarrold 
Jerry and Pat Jehle 
Karen and Hollis Jencks 
Steve and Peggy Jensen 
Barbara Johnson 
Donald and Amy Jones 
Robert and Susan Jones 
Michael and Iris Jones 
Theresa Jones 
K and M Property 
Management, LLC 
George and 

Anne Kaminski 
Betsy Kamp 
Kamran and Cynthia 
Karimullah 
Charlie and Linda Kehr 
James and Eileen Kelly 
William and 

Nancy Lou Kelly 
John and Lonnie King 
Bob and Susan King 
Susan Kirkpatrick 
Chris Kitzman and 

Shaun Johnson 
Jack and Beth Kloskoski 
Donna Ray Knox 
Peter and Roberta Kohnen 
Richard Kosinski 

and DebOchs 
Bill and Caire Kropog 

George and Betty Kuhn 
Heleneand Stephen 

Kunkel 
James and Kristina Kunz 
James nd Patricia 

Laarman 
Lake Cumberland Realty 
Caroline and 

Martin Lavanhar 
Connie Lawler 
Peg Lawrenson 
Robert and Rosemary Lee 
Michael Libbee and 

Kristin Sheridan 
Pat and Gina Logan 
Erich and Joan Luedtke 
Jim and Julie Luginbill 
Roy and Asta Lynch 
Will and Barbara Lynch 
Edward and Nancy Lyon 
David Lyon 
Jim and Chris Macinnes 
Eric Macks and 

Suzzette La Vigne 
Michael Madden and Karen 
Roberts 
Peggy Martin 
Robert and Judith McCall 
Anthony and Jo McDonald 
Sharon McKinley 
Jackie and Susan McLaughlin 
Sue McNutt 
Ray and MaryEllen Miller 
Chris and Laurel Mills 
Andy and Martha Mollema 
Gerald and 

Margaret Monteith 
Cynthia Moore 
William and Nancy Moran 
Richard and Laura Morey 
Richard and 

Elizabeth Morris 
Van Cleave and 

Cathy Morris 
Joe and Kathy Mortenson 
Tom and Julie Mountz 
Sharon Murphy and Sharon 
Montoyne 
Daniel and Victoria Murphy 
James and 

Mary Jane Murray 
Bob and Diantha Naftati 
Richard and Sharon Nash 
Larry and Shirley Neetz 
Lawrence and 

Jean Neuhardt 
Ray and Paula Nichols 
Bill and Carin Northway 
Greg and Monica Nowell 

Ronald and Ruth Nugent 
Dexter and Carolyn Olsen 
Jim Olsen 
William and Joan Olsen 
William C. and 

Joanne Olsen 
Daniel and Mary Lee Orr 
Paul and Ann Osborn 
Thomas and Mary Osborn 
Dennis Pace 
John Paff 
William and Joetta Parris 
Delbert and 

Sharon Parsons 
Tad and Marge Peacock 
David and Lucretia Pelton 
Moore Peregrine 
Roger and Heather Perry 
Charles Peters 
David Peters 
Richard (Pete) and 

Elaine Peterson 
Edward and 

Patricia Petrick 
George Petritz and 

Renate Podegracz 
George and Althea Petritz 
Jon and Janet Pomerleau 
Arden Poole 
John and JoAnn Pope 
Paul and Anne Prang 
Annis Pratt 
Louis and Barb Pray 
David and Sharon Pugh 
Jane Purkis 
Joseph and Anne Purpura 
R. Taylor Builders LLC 
Steve and Carolyn Radelet 
Richard and 

Susan Rausch 
Dwight and Barbara Reed 
David Reid and 

Katherine Houston 
Dan and Susan Ramahl 
Doug and 

Karen Richardson 
Dennis and Patricia Richie 
Richard and Jan Robb 
Ed and Margie Robert 
Mark and Renate Roberts 
David and Doris Robertson 
Bob and Sue Rodgers 
David and Ann Roth 
Art and Cheryl Roth 
John and 

Barbara Rothhaar 
Viola and David Rowland 

and Jean Reed 

')
/' 



Contributing Members 2010 


George and 
Nancy Rubenson 

Rudy and Jill Ruterbusch 
Faith Sanders 

Ed and Deborah 
Schinnerer 

The Dale Schneider 
Family 

Ed and Pat Scott 
Bill and Kathie Seitz 
Bruce and Becky Sharp 
Scribner and 

Patricia Sheafor 
Don and Ruth Sherwin 
Clyde and Sarah Shiraki 
Leah Sirrine-Adams 
Michael and 

Luveda Skimin 
Robert Skurdall 

and Debra Eller 
Barbara Skurdall and 

Ann Strehle 
Ronald Smeltzer 
Helen Smeltzer 
Mark and Sue Smith 
Wayne and Pamela Smith 
Donald Smith 
Frank and 

Barbara Somers 
Richard and 

Diana Sosnowski 
John Spenser 
Lorry Spitzer and 
Diane Young-Spitzer 
Betty Stoddard 
Bea Stone 
Christopher Stone and 

Eugene Lee 
Harriet Stone 
Larry and Carolyn Storie 
Larry and Sarah Stump 
Ken Tableman 
Eugene and Jean Terrill 
Kelly and Carolyn Thayer 
Art and Ruth Thompson 
Tom and Karyn Thorr 
Bill and Mary Todt 
Tom and Mary Torbet 

Charles and 
Sharon Trense 

Richard Tripp 
Toby and Christie Tuli 
Dori Turner 
Judy Twigg 
Beau Valiance and 

Jack Carpenter 
Kristin Van Ausdal 
Carol Van Senus 
Irwin Venick and 

Jeanne Bellinger 
Scott and Diana Ver Strat 
John R. and 

Suzanne Vette 
John and 

Lynn Vinkemulder 
Suzy Voltz 
Linda Vorce 
Nancy Wallace 
Eric Waline 
Kristie Walsh 
Dick and Bea Walters 
Robert and Elsie Walton 
Gary and Linda Ward 
Bonnie Warren 
Flint and Patty Watt 
Ernest Weaver 
Robert and Jane Weisbrodt 
Flora Wellman 
Steve Wentworth 
Dale and Barbara Wentzloff 
Mac and Marilyn Whisner 
Steve and Amy Whitlach 
Don and Susan Widman 
Elizabeth Lee Williams 
Paul and Patti Williams 
Nancy E. Williamson 
Mark and Jane Wilson 
Bart and Patty Wilson 
Rand and Cindy Winters 
John and Margaret Witt 
Chuck and Susan Wood 
David and Ann Wood 
Douglas and Margaret 

Wozniak 
Will Wuerthele 
Donna Wyatt 
Mark A. Wyckoff 

Dennis and Jan Wyckoff 
Bob and Mary Young 
Stephan and Gail Zachmann 
Bernie and Julie Zahm 
Robert and Greta Zwink 

In Honor of 
Carl & Betsy Anderson 

Sandy and Yves Besson 
Moby Benedict 

James and Louanne 
Buzzell 
Sally Berlin 

James and Patricia 
Laarman 
Steve Betts & Suz 
McLaughlin 

The Peacock Family 
Bill (Wm. R. MD) Olsen 

Ed and Patty Petrick 

In Memory of 
Karen Lyon 

Kristen Van Ausdal 
Dale Mix 

Jack and Evelyn Beugnot 
Charles and Rose Burns 
Dean and Laura 

Chamberlin 
Eugene Lee and 
Christopher Stone 
Ida Mix and Joan Thomas 



We need Trail maintenance volunteers 

Each spring, and later as needed, we drive along the trail and 
remove downed trees and branches, trim brush and to do minor Trail 
repairs. No equipment needed except that some volunteers bring their 
own chain saws. 

And, from time to time, we replace signs, place benches, make 
minor repairs to the Trail and bridges, fashion and place mile markers, and 
fix whatever else needs fixing. 

Projects start at 8~9:00 am and finish by noon. We work in groups of 
4 or more and don't work in bad weather. 

If you can help, please fill out this form and mail in the enclosed 
envelope or call 231-352-4815. When the need arises we will call you with 
details and to see if you are available. 

We need and would appreciate your help. 

Yes, I would like to volunteer to help maintain the Trail 

Telephone(s) (H) _________ 

I have a chain saw 

Mail to: Friends of the Betsie Valley Trall~ P.O. Box 474, Beuiah~ MI 7 
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Contributions after November 1 st pay dues for 2011 

We need your help to continue to develop and maintain the Betsie 
Valley Trail. Contributions are appreciated. 

Address______________________________________________ 

Membership levels: Single ($10) Family ($15) Donor ($25) Patron ($50) Benefactor ($100) Sponsor ($250) 

Operating Account $--------

Betsie Valley TraU Capital Account 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION 

Please send this form and your tax deductible contribution to: 

Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail, P.O. Box 474, Beulah, MI49617 
rx 
~ - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - --- - -- - - - - - ­

Kudos to Michigan! 

According to the national Rails-to-Trails Conservancy website, Michigan now has the distinction of being the # 1 
state in the union in tenus of trail mileage. 

Though our state boasts 2478 open miles of trail, that network is, in fact, a collection of local trails that exist because 
ofpeople with vision who believed in the value of trails for their community. 

Michigan has trails like the Betsie Valley Trail because ofthose who advocated for the necessary land acquisitions, 
and in many cases slugged through the legal labyrinth to accomplish them. We have trails because of those who 
lobbied and fund-raised far trail construction, because of those who continually volunteer their services to maintain 
trails, and because of those who support their trails through memberships and donations. 

We live in a beautiful state made that much more accessible by our premier trail network. In many ways Michigan 
has taken it on the chin for the last several years, but in the trail world we're a shining star - numero uno! 

As a friend and supporter of the Betsie Valley Trail, you can take pride in Michigan's leadership role. Thank you for 
helping to make it happen, and get out there & enjoy that beautiful resource. 

Nancy Mullen Call, President 

http:VAllEYTRA.I..BI
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Visit our web page (BetsieValleyTrail.org) 
4(; Trail map 
• Photos 
• Event schedules 
• Volunteer "opportunities" 
• Trail event scheduling 
• Recent newsletters 

http:BetsieValleyTrail.org

